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Presentation Overview

> Contextual Safeguarding 1 what and why

> The Four Domains of a Contextual Safeguarding Approach
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Current implementation in national policy frameworks

| %

Implementation progress

> Practice Case Studies
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Contextual nature of abuse In adolescence
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Traditional reach of child protection
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Safeguarding I s OEver
referral and information
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Vulnerable
adolescents
VS.
Vulnerable
children

Abuse by
young
people vs.
Abuse by
adults

reached

Risk
outside the
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Definition of Contextual Safeguarding irmin, 2017)

Contextual Safeguarding is an approach to understanding, and
respondingto,young peopl ebdbs experience
beyond their families. It recognises that the different relationships
that young people form in their neighbourhoods, schools and online
can feature violence and abuse. Parents and carers have little

| nfl uence over t hhese context s, a
extra-familial abuse can undermine parent-child relationships.
Therefore childrends soci al car e

Individuals and sectors who do have influence over/within extra-familial
contexts, and recognise that assessment of, and intervention with,
these spaces are a critical part of safeguarding practices.
Contextual Safeguarding, therefore, expands the objectives of child
protection systems in recognition that young people are vulnerable to

abuse in a range of social contexts.
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Domain 1: Target

Seeks to prevent,
identify, assess and
intervene with the social
conditions of abuse

(Firmin et al, 2016)
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Domain 2: Legislative
framework

Incorporate extra-
familial contexts into
child protection
frameworks
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Domain 3: Partnerships

Develop partnerships
with sectors/individuals
who are responsible for

the nature of extra-
familial contexts

Domain 4: Outcomes
measurement

Monitor outcomes of

success in relation to

contextual, as well as
individual, change
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Inclusion in Working Together (2018) (1)

Contextual Safeguarding (Chapter 17 Paras 33-34)

> Explained in paragraph 34 1 recognition that extra-familial risks such
as sexual and criminal exploitation are forms of abuse requiring
safeguarding response

> 01l nterventions should focus on
factor so

o Itis important to address the contextual risks faced by young people
who have instigated or perpetrated harm as well as those who they
have abused
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Inclusion in Working Together (2018) (2)

Five detailed changes

>early hel p ser vi c e sresponsestoeémerngingc a
thematic concerns in extra-familial contexts (cnp 1, para 12)

> 0l nformation shari ng when maltple childes
appear associated to the same contexts or locations of risk (chpi, para 25)

> Soci al workerséunder st and ofrfhced by,
a family from t hemwigahas:l dd0s per sp
> YOTseare therefore wel/l pahdahe e d

contexts in which they may be vulnerable to abuseb (chp 2, parah 41-9)

> [ organi sations] shoul d h acveatingaar r
culture of safety, equality and protection within the services that they
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nNcl usiti on 1 n

school s0O

Advice

)

Reference to Contextual Safeguarding as
informing a whole-school approach
(embedded in paragraphs 81-82)

A culture that makes clear that sexual violence
and sexual harassment is always unacceptable

strong preventative education programme will
help create an environment in which all
children at the school or college are supportive
and respectful of their peers when reports of

sexual violence or sexual harassment are made.

Policies, processes and curriculum under
constant review to protect all their children.

Reports of sexual violence and/or harassment
(especially where there is evidence of patterns
of behaviour) may point to environmental and
or systemic problems

KCSIE

> New Chapter on peer-on-
peer abuse 1 particularly
peer-sexual abuse

> Reference to Contextual
Safeguarding i
particularly with an
emphasis on an interplay
between risks outside of
schools and student
welfare
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Implications for safeguarding
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Creating a Contextual protection, welfare
and safeguarding system
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Expand

(Firmin et al, 2016)
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To: OEveryoneods Dbusin
spaces

Housing

Youth and
community

Licensing
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Mapping and assessing peer relationships

Attend same school as G1 ~ Case 4
Sexually assault girls in o | aAnmalrape _—
commidors =) of Gl |
Toagether when B9 ﬂ Friend
10 punched G1 in the face m m Kidnaps G1 = b
.=/ b and takes to CH BS Sister of B12
oty = Anally rapes G1 n ﬂ —ister
ﬁ B4 BS with B3 care 57
7 &3 Beats G1 Beats G1 —_— ()
() (iBl @iy | Demands sex on a bus B10 =
=Y Previous - W B2 Inappropriate o=
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1o Violence, Sexual offences at school i pupils ﬁ
Punches G4 Concems at school re gangs 50 B 7
wl'l_en she tries and inappropriate 57 s
o |nh?|vene in behaviour to girls n Previous - B13
G1 getting beaten L=/ NTﬁﬁﬂ:— Previous -
up by BS QEG SENUA nees Weapons
";1? Oval and
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| _ Forced Masturbation i
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| Made Glwrap a with B9 Bi4
Orally and anally rapes G1 with knife up in his bag Forced masturbation Previous -
B13 in nce of o Sexual Assault
B12, BS, B9 ///
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“R__H_ —_— him as well as others
(2] —
Refuses to assist T Present when -
police Glbeatenup Sexually assautts_ (T0)
on a bus by B5 H.H_ her then hits her 4
B15
Punched G1
in the face 1
o Contacts G1
- to pass on threats
- // for making
|____— / . allegations
Knew threat T
Was told G1 ’/ of violence Threatens G1
had pornographic Broth against G1 when she hears
self imaoes on er Introduces Present whe | about the anal
Facebook ‘ G1togang Gr]._zlfeaten b: Bwaare G1 had = ("-'!
| | B9 and B2 sex with a lot ety
; Present when a Chases G1 down B16
Famiby of boys
G1 raped ‘ the street with
friends
) ' O
i Threatened b = ( ) e
Mather Jhkchianicid (@) Aviare G1 had i
in relation to n S sex with a lot Prasent when
o1 o3 of boys Gl is put info
— Refuses to assist ) a headlock by B4
police Knew of threat of when he is refused
viclence against G1 sex by G1

(Firmin, 2017)
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Implementation to date
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Beyond Assessment: Staged options for

embedding

Contextual
Child and
Family

practices

Practices

that address
extra-familial
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Baseline questions: Implementing across
the system

Referral and screening

Tier 1: Is information about
peer, school and
neighbourhood collected at

Tier 1: Does the assessment

point of referral? of children and families T
Tier 2: Can a peer group, and in particular capacity to | Tier 1: Do the plans for the
school or location be subject parenti consider extra- young person and family
of a referral? familial contexts? consider location of
Tier 2: Can you assess interventions?
extra-familial contexts? Tier 2: Are you able to build

FOR BOTH Do assessment |S&feéguarding plans to

methods capture this info? | Ncrease safety in extra-
familial contexts?

FOR BOTH T how are these

embedded into meetings?
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Baseline questions (2)

Interventions

Tier 1: Do interventions with
young people help them to
consider contextual safety?

Tier 2: Are community guardians
identified in contexts? Are peer
group dynamics changed? Is
physical design or policy
considered in intervention?

Tier 1: Threshold decisions on
significant harm or location of
harm?

Tier 2: What is the threshold for a
context to be subject to
assessment

BOTH 1 are all procedures
equipped to recognise and
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Resource development

MASH Package of resources T coming
soon

PODCAST i case management systems

Assessment i schools package available;
neighbourhoods, peer groups and child
and family assessment coming soon

Planning T guidance on context
safeguarding conference and associated
resources coming soon

Intervention and engagement 1 safety
mapping tool, surveys (parents, students,
residents, businesses) peer group
intervention, community guardianship

Contextual
Policy development: thresholds, audits, € ) Sateguarding
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