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to decide whether you are safe or not. If they think that you are not safe, they will decide what has to change and what people can do to make those changes happen. This is called a plan and is written up on the board.
What is a child protection plan?
This is the plan that is drawn up at the meeting which says how you will be kept safe, and what needs to change. Your social worker will be working with you and your parents/carers to make sure you understand what is in the plan for you and who you can speak to if you are worried.
What happens after the meeting?
If at the meeting it is decided you need a child protection plan to keep you safe, some of the people at the meeting will meet regularly to make sure the child protection plan is keeping you safe. Your social worker will work with you parents or carer to make sure you have a version of the plan so that you understand what people are doing to keep you safe. 
The Chair will meet with you and your advocate if you wish to discuss anything and to ensure you have understood the decisions at the meeting.
Your social worker will also be able to tell you what has happened and explain anything you do not understand. They will also tell you about any other meetings that will happen.

What if I am not happy with the decision at the conference?
QYou have the right to complain. You can talk to your social worker or the chairperson (address below). You may prefer to speak to the Complaints Officer by telephoning 020 8461 7644.
Contact us
Quality Improvement Unit, 2nd Floor, Stockwell Building,
Civic Centre,
Bromley, BR1 3UH
Tel: 020 8313 4017 / 4634
Website: www.bromley.gov.uk


Child Protection Conferences
A guide for young people
This leaflet is intended to help you understand what happens at a child protection conference.
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What is a Child Protection Conference
A child protection conference is a meeting arranged when people working with you and your family are worried about your safety. The meeting is to talk about what is happening in your life and what needs to be done to make sure you are safe and happy. 
Who will be at the meeting?
Many people you already know will be at the meeting including your parents or carers. Some of the adults who work with you and know you will also be asked to come along including your social worker, school nurse and someone from your school.
Can I attend the meeting?
Yes, you may be able to attend all or part of the meeting. Your views are important and you will be contacted by the advocacy service which the council uses. You will be able to discuss whether you wish to attend with an advocate, this is a person who will help you prepare what you want to say or speak for you if you like or if you do not wish to attend.

How can I make sure people at the meeting know my thoughts?
Your views are very important, whether you go to the meeting or not. The people at the meeting must consider your wishes and feelings.
You will be given a form to complete before the meeting by your social worker which will help everyone at the meeting to know how you feel. On the form you will be asked:
· What is working well for me?

· What am I worried about in my life?
· What I would like to happen next

If you would rather not write things down on the form, to help get your views heard you can:
· Speak to the person who leads the meeting (the Chair)
· 
Speak to an advocate
· Speak to your social worker and let them know what you want to say
· Write things down and ask the advocate or someone else to read them out in the meeting for you
An advocate will also help you to give your views and wishes at the meeting.
What happens before and at the meeting?
There will be a Chair who will lead the meeting. If you are attending the meeting you will be able to talk to the Chair before the meeting starts.
Everyone will sit around the table and the Chair will ask everyone to say who they are. Each person will take turns to say what they think. The people at the meeting will share all the information they have, what they are worried about and what is going well. The Chair will write some of this information on a board.
Once everyone has had a chance to say what they think, the Chair will ask everyone
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