‘Drake’

SAR findings Summary

Transition

. Drake's move into adulthood highlighted gaps in how young people are
Plannlng supported during key life transitions. Although professionals showed
commitment, there was limited use of adult social care pathways, and clearer
planning could have helped identify and respond to his evolving needs.

Understanding
Autism

While Drake's autism was known, it wasn't always fully considered in how
services engaged with him. Adjustments that might have improved his access
to education, employment, or support weren't consistently applied, and staff
could have benefited from a clearer understanding of neurodiver

Mental Health Drake experienced distress and moments of crisis, yet accessing mental
support health support proved difficult. Despite efforts from hospital staff and others,
pathways into ongoing care were unclear, and services often struggled to
respond in a way that met both his emotional needs and autism-related
challenges.

Risk of

. . Drake was at risk of being exploited through county lines activity, and while
EXplOItatlon this was recognised by some services, the response wasn't joined-up.
Formal safeguarding procedures weren't used, and opportunities to
involve police or specialist protection frameworks were missed.

Accommodation and Living ) ) .
Environment Relationships and Identity

Drake's accommodation met his independence Drake's relationships were key to his progress.
needs, but concerns arose regarding care quality Where professionals built trust, he responded
and property standards. His mother reported issues well. His involvement in the Black Lives Matter
that were often inadequately addressed, and the movement also reflected a growing awareness of
accommodation provider did not participate in the identity and belonging that mattered deeply to
review process. him.

The Role of Family

Impact of COVID-19

The pandemic affected nearly every aspect of

Drake's mother remained a strong advocate

throughout, offering emotional support and Drake’s life—from social isolation to reduced access
raising concerns with professionals. Lockdown to services. Although teams made efforts to stay in
restrictions made it harder for her to stay closely touch, pressures and remote working meant he
involved, which limited a key protective influence didn't always receive the continuity or reassurance
during an already difficult period. he may have needed at a vulnerable time.
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